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About the HAISLN Recommended Reading List 
 
 

This list of titles has been compiled by librarians at member schools of the 
Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network (HAISLN).  It includes both 
fiction and nonfiction books by some of the best authors for children and young 
adults. 

 
Books on the list are evaluated annually by grade-level committees.  

Committee members rely on recommendations from standard, professionally 
prepared evaluation aids and on input from students and teachers, as well as the 
collective HAISLN expertise.  A conscious effort is made to appeal to the broad 
range of interests, maturity levels, and reading abilities of students. 

 
In most cases the number of books by any given author is limited to one 

or two per grade level list.  An older title with superior literary quality may remain 
on the list despite newer publications by the same author.  Before reading a 
recommended author's book that does not appear on the student’s grade list, 
readers should be aware that authors often write for multiple interest and age 
levels. Books that are part of a series are also noted, but not all books in a series 
are necessarily appropriate at the indicated grade level. 

 
Students may find that some titles that are required reading for their 

classes appear on this list.  Be advised that if a book for required reading is 
selected for independent reading, it may have to be re-read with the class at a 
later date. 

 
This list is offered as one possible source of reading guidance.  Additional 

lists of award winners and recommended books may be obtained from your 
school or public librarian.  We hope that books from this list bring students many 
hours of enjoyment and encourage the life-long love of reading. 
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Any available unabridged edition of a title is acceptable. 
 
Alexander, Claire.  Back to Front and Upside Down.  Eerdmans Books, 2012.  While 

the rest of the class makes birthday cards for the principal, Stanley struggles 
with his words and letters. 

 
Ashman, Linda.  No Dogs Allowed!  Sterling, 2011.  Alberto does not allow customers 

to bring their pets into his new restaurant, but after he realizes he is losing their 
business, he must find a way to win them back. 

 
Baker, Keith.  No Two Alike.  Beach Lane Books, 2011.  A pair of birds journey through 

a snowflake-filled winter landscape where everything, everywhere is wonderfully 
unique – from branches and leaves to forests and trees to friends and loved ones. 

 
Bang, Molly.  When Sophie Gets Angry --: Really, Really Angry…  Scholastic, 1999  

When Sophie gets angry, she goes outside and runs, cries, climbs her favorite 
tree – and then, calmed by the breeze, she is soon ready to go back home. 

 
Barton, Byron.  My Bus.  Greenwillow, 2014.  Joe, the bus driver, heads out on his 

route, stopping to pick up five dogs and five cats in all, then dropping nine of 
them off at a plane, train, or boat and going home with the tenth passenger, his 
own dog. 

 
Becker, Bonny.  A Library Book for Bear.  Candlewick, 2014.  Bear thinks he has all 

the books he needs until his cheery friend, Mouse, persuades him to visit the 
library.  Series 

 
Bee, William.  And The Cars Go…  Candlewick, 2013.  Vrooming, chugging, and 

whispering vehicles are driven by characters ranging from a beach-going family 
and hat-wearing royals to a noisy troupe of schoolchildren and a fretful ice-cream 
vendor. 

 
Bloom, Suzanne.  Oh! What a Surprise!  Boyds Mills, 2012.  Fox is curious when she 

sees her friends, Goose and Bear, making presents and hopes that one might be 
for her, but then she decides to make her own gifts for Goose and Bear. 

 
Boldt, Mike.  123 Versus ABC.  Harper, 2013.  While numbers and letters may disagree 

about who is the real star of the book, the reader is the real winner due to the 
rollicking illustrations and fast-paced fun. 

 
Brown, Margaret Wise.  The Fathers Are Coming Home.  McElderry Books, 2010.  As 

nighttime falls all types of fathers – fish, rabbits, snails, pigs, and a boy’s father 
– make their way home to their families. 

 
Bunting, Eve.  Little Bear’s Little Boat.  Houghton Mifflin, 2003.  When Little Bear 

can no longer fit into his boat he finds someone else who can use it.  Board Book 
 
Burningham, John.  Picnic.  Candlewick, 2014.  Boy and Girl go out for a picnic and 

meet all sorts of animals along the way. 
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Carle, Eric.  What’s Your Favorite Animal?  Holt, 2014.  With beautiful illustrations 
and charming personal stories, fourteen children’s book artists share their 
favorite animals and tell the reader why they love them.   

 
Christelow, Eileen.  Five Little Monkeys Bake a Birthday Cake (formerly, Don’t Wake 

Mama!).  Clarion, 2004.  Five little monkeys try to bake a cake for their mother’s 
birthday without waking her up.  Series 

 
Cleary, Brian P.  Six Sheep Sip Thick Shakes: and Other Tricky Tongue Twisters.  

Millbrook, 2011.  The reader is presented with 24 challenging, hilarious tongue 
twisters. 

 
Cousins, Lucy.  Peck, Peck, Peck.  Candlewick, 2013.  A young woodpecker masters 

the skill of pecking as he works his way through the house, reveling in his new 
found talent. 

 
Cuyler, Margery.  The Little Dump Truck.  Holt, 2009.  A happy little dump truck, 

driven by Hard Hat Pete, hauls stones, rocks, and debris from a construction site 
to a landfill. 

 
DaCosta, Barbara.  Nighttime Ninja.  Little, Brown, 2012.  Readers follow a ninja 

creeping quietly through the house in search of treasure. 
 
DePalma, Mary Newell.  Two Little Birds.  Eerdmans Books, 2014.  Two little birds 

make their first migration south and later return home to start their own families. 
 
Dewdney, Anna.  Llama Llama and the Bully Goat.  Viking, 2013.  Following their 

teacher’s lead, Llama Llama speaks to Gilroy Goat and tells him he should not 
act like a bully on the playground.  Series 

 
DiPucchio, Kelly.  Gaston.  Atheneum, 2014.  A proper bulldog raised in a poodle family 

and a tough poodle raised in a bulldog family meet one day in the park. 
 
Donaldson, Julia.    Superworm.  Arthur A. Levine, 2014.  Superworm’s bug friends 

attempt to free him from the clutches of Wizard Lizard who has captured him and 
is forcing him to dig for treasure. 

 
Dunrea, Olivier.  Gossie.  Houghton Mifflin, 2002.  Gossie is a gosling who likes to wear 

bright red boots every day, no matter what she is doing, and so she is heartbroken 
the day the boots are missing and she cannot find them anywhere.  
Seriesddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 

 
Ehlert, Lois.  Rrralph.  Beach Lane Books, 2011.  The narrator discovers that Ralph 

the dog can talk, appropriately saying words such as “roof,” “rough,” “bark,” and  
“wolf.”  

Elya, Susan Middleton.  Rubia and the Three Osos.  Disney-Hyperion, 2010.   This 
retelling of the story of Goldilocks and the three bears uses rhyming text mainly 
in English, but interspersed with Spanish words.    
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Emberley, Rebecca.  Chicken Little.  Roaring Brook, 2009.  In this retelling of the 
classic story, an acorn falls on Chicken Little’s head and he runs in a panic to 
his friends Henny Penny, Ducky Lucky, Goosey Loosey and Turkey Lurky to tell 
them the sky is falling. 

 
Falconer, Ian.  Olivia and the Fairy Princesses.  Atheneum, 2012.  Olivia, tired of all 

of the sparkly princesses around these days, embarks upon a quest for her own 
unique identity. 

 
Feiffer, Kate.  My Side of the Car.  Candlewick, 2011.  Sadie and her father have been 

planning a trip to the zoo for a long time but something always gets in the way, 
so when they finally start out and her father sees some raindrops, Sadie insists 
that there is no rain on her side of the car. 

  
Fleming, Denise.  Alphabet under Construction.  Holt, 2002.  A mouse works his way 

through the alphabet as he folds the “F,” measures the “M,” and rolls the “R.”  
 
Fox, Mem.  Hello Baby!  Beach Lane Books, 2009.  A baby encounters a variety of young 

animals, including a clever monkey, a hairy warthog, and a dusty lion cub, before 
discovering the most precious creature of all. 

 
Freeman, Tor.  Olive and the Big Secret.  Templar, 2012.  Olive learns the hard way 

that keeping secrets is tough, and telling them can lead to a lot of trouble. 
 
Ganz-Schmitt, Sue.  Planet Kindergarten.  Chronicle Books, 2014.  A young child 

imagines going off to Kindergarten as a journey to another planet. 
 
Gibson, Ginger Foglesong.  Tiptoe Joe.  Greenwillow, 2013.  A bear invites all the 

animals to follow him through the forest, on tiptoe, to see a special surprise that 
requires utmost silence.   

 
Gliori, Debi.  What’s the Time, Mr. Wolf?  Walker, 2012.  Mr. Wolf’s day is packed, 

not only with his own activities and errands, but with such characters as three 
giggling pigs and a fiddling cat continually asking him what time it is until, at 
last, it is bedtime. 

 
Gordon, Domenica More.  Archie.  Bloomsbury, 2012.  Archie, a fashion-loving dog with 

a faithful pet of his own, leads a quiet life until he gets a sewing machine and 
begins creating canine couture that captures attention all over town, even from 
a queen and her two royal corgis. 

 
Gray, Rita.  Have You Heard the Nesting Bird?  Houghton Mifflin, 2014.  In this 

nonfiction picture book, children hear many birds on their walk through the 
forest, but the quiet mother bird has something special to see.  

 
Hacohen, Dean & Sherry Scharschmidt.  Tuck Me In!  Candlewick, 2010.  The reader 

helps tuck in baby animals at bedtime using pages with flaps to serve as blankets. 
 
Hale, Bruce.  Clark the Shark.  HarperCollins, 2013.  Clark finds everything about 

school fun and exciting, but his enthusiasm causes problems until he begins 
inventing rhymes to remind himself to stay cool at school.  Series 
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Harrison, Hannah E.  Extraordinary Jane.  Dial Books, 2014.  Jane the dog doesn’t 

have a unique talent in the circus like the rest of her family until the ringmaster 
discovers what is truly special about her. 

 
Henkes, Kevin.  A Good Day.  Greenwillow, 2007.  A bird, a fox, a dog, and a squirrel 

overcome minor setbacks to have a very good day. 
 
Hest, Amy.  The Reader.  Amazon Children’s, 2012.  A boy and his dog hike to the top 

of a very tall, snowy hill where they play, enjoy a snack, and then share their 
favorite book before sledding home. 

 
Hudson, Cheryl Willis.  Hands Can.  Candlewick, 2003.  Photographs and simple, 

rhyming text present different ways that hands can be used, including holding or 
mixing things and waving goodbye. 

 
Jeffers, Oliver.  Stuck.  Philomel, 2011.  Floyd’s kite gets stuck in a tree, and he tries 

to knock it down with increasingly larger and more outrageous things. 
 
Jocelyn, Marthe & Nell Jocelyn.  Where Do You Look?  Tundra Books, 2013.  A number 

of English homonyms are presented, with illustrations that help explain the 
different meanings of words that are spelled the same.   

 
Kirk, David.  Oh So Tiny Bunny.  Feiwel and Friends, 2013.  Oh So Tiny, a very small 

bunny, dreams every night of being big but eventually realizes that being tiny is 
not so bad. 

 
Konagaya, Kiyomi.  Beach Feet.  Translated from the Japanese by Yuki Kaneko.  

Enchanted Lion Books, 2012.  This cheerful book follows a free and independent 
child as he explores the beach, focusing on his feet as he feels the sand, shells, 
and water.    

 
Kostecki-Shaw, Jenny Sue.  Same, Same but Different.  Holt, 2011.  Pen pals Elliot 
 and Kailash discover that even though they live in different countries – America  
 and India – they both love to climb trees, have pets, and ride a school bus. 
 

Kulka, Joe.  Wolf’s Coming.  Carolrhoda Books, 2007.  All the animals in the forest go 
into hiding from the wolf, but why they are hiding is a big surprise. 

 
Kuskin, Karla.  I Am Me.  Simon & Schuster, 2000.  After being told how she resembles 

other members of her family, a young girl states positively and absolutely that 
she is “NO ONE ELSE BUT ME.” 

 
LaRochelle, David.  It’s a Tiger!  Chronicle Books, 2012.  A child imagines that he is in 

a story where he encounters a tiger at every turn. 
 
Lass, Bonnie.  Who Took the Cookies from the Cookie Jar?  Little, Brown, 2000.  A 

skunk tries to find out which of his animal friends stole the cookies. 
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Lester, Helen. The Loch Mess Monster.  Houghton Mifflin, 2014.  Angus, a very messy 
monster who lives with his parents in Loch Ness, learns an important lesson 
about picking up after himself. 

 
Lewis, J. Patrick.  Big Is Big (and little, little): A Book of Contrasts.  Holiday House, 

2007.  Rhyming text and animal illustrations artfully demonstrate the meaning 
of opposites.  

 
Lloyd, Sam.  Mr. Pusskins and Little Whiskers: Another Love Story.  Atheneum, 

2008.  When Emily brings home a little kitten to be Mr. Pusskins’ best friend, the 
older cat does not appreciate the gesture. 

 
Lloyd-Jones, Sally.  How to Be a Baby, by Me, the Big Sister.  Schwartz & Wade, 

2011.  An all-knowing big sister gives her baby sibling lessons in being a baby. 
 
Long, Loren.  Otis.  Philomel, 2009.  When a big yellow tractor arrives, Otis the friendly 

little tractor is cast away behind the barn, but when trouble occurs Otis is the 
only one who can help.  Series 

 
McClure, Nikki.  How to Be a Cat.  Abrams Books, 2013.  Cut-paper illustrations and 

single words of text show a kitten’s attempts to imitate an adult cat’s mastery of 
such skills as stretching and stalking. 

 
McLeod, Bob.  SuperHero ABC.  HarperCollins, 2006.  Humorously-named superheroes 

such as Goo Girl and The Volcano represent the letters of the alphabet from A to 
Z. 

 
Meisel, Paul.  See Me Dig.  Holiday House, 2013.  A group of dogs that loves to dig has 

a fun-filled day of making mischief. 
 
Melling, David.  The Kiss That Missed.  Barron's, 2002.  When a goodnight kiss from 

the King to his son goes astray and escapes to the forest, the bravest knight is 
sent to find it and bring it back. 

 
Murray, Alison.  One Two That's My Shoe!  Disney-Hyperion, 2012.  Using illustrations 

and rhyming text, the reader is encouraged to count from one to ten when a 
mischievous puppy runs off with his owner's shoe. 

 
Murray, Laura.  The Gingerbread Man Loose in the School.  Putnam’s, 2011.  A 

Gingerbread Man searches all over the school for the group of children who made 
him and then left him behind. 

 
Muth, Jon J.  Hi, Koo!: A Year of Seasons.  Scholastic, 2014.  The four seasons are 

celebrated in twenty-six imaginative haikus. 
 
Nichols, Lori.  Maple.  Nancy Paulsen Books, 2014.  A nature-loving little girl’s favorite 

playmate is her maple tree, until the day she’s surprised with a baby sister. 
 
O’Connor, Jane.  Fancy Nancy’s Favorite Fancy Words: From Accessories to Zany.    

HarperCollins, 2008.  Fancy Nancy teaches children the alphabet by sharing her 
favorite fancy words.  Series 
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Pham, LeUyen.  A Piece of Cake.  Balzer + Bray, 2014.  Mouse has baked a special 

treat for Little Bird’s birthday, but delivering it to his friend isn’t easy—not when 
everyone he meets along the way offers to trade something for a piece of cake. 

 
Pizzoli, Greg.  Number One Sam.  Disney-Hyperion, 2014.  A competitive race-car 

driving dog learns that some things are more important than being number one. 
 
Portis, Antoinette.  Froodle.  Roaring Brook, 2014.  One day, amidst the usual chirps, 

tweets, and caws, a little brown bird decided to try singing a new song which sets 
off an interesting reaction. 

 
Rathmann, Peggy.  Good Night, Gorilla.  Putnam, 1994.  An unobservant zookeeper is 

followed home by all the animals he thinks he has left behind in the zoo. 
 
Reagan, Jean.  How to Babysit a Grandpa.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2012.  A little boy provides 

instructions for properly “babysitting” a grandfather, such as offering him tasty 
treats and entertaining him with special games. 

 
Rosenthal, Eileen.  I'll Save You, Bobo!  Atheneum, 2012.  Willy is writing a story about 

Bobo in order to act out his revenge fantasies on Earl, who retaliates by wrecking 
Willy's stories until they both realize that they have something in common.   

 
Ross, Tony.  I Want My Light On!  Andersen Press, 2007.  A little princess begs to have 

her light left on at night, not because she is afraid of the dark, but because she 
is afraid that there are ghosts hiding under her bed. 

 
Rylant, Cynthia.  Puppies and Piggies.  Harcourt, 2008.  Rhyming text describes what 

various animals do and what they love, as well as a baby who loves his bed and 
his mother. 

 
Salas, Laura Purdie.  A Leaf Can Be...  Millbrook, 2012.  With rhyming text and 

illustrations, this story explores some of the many things a leaf can be, from tree 
topper to rain stopper.  Facts about leaves and a glossary are included. 

 
Scanlon, Liz Garton.  All the World.  Beach Lane Books, 2009.  In this gentle story, 

pictures and rhyming text celebrate a family’s day spent going to the beach, 
shopping at the market, eating at a restaurant, and sharing a quiet night at 
home. 

 
Schertle, Alice.  Little Blue Truck.  Harcourt, 2008.  A small blue truck finds his way 

out of a jam with a little help from his friends. 
 
Schneider, Josh.  Bedtime Monsters.  Clarion, 2013.  A young boy conquers his fear of 

bedtime monsters after making a surprising discovery. 
 
Shannon, David.  Duck on a Bike.  Blue Sky Press, 2002.  A duck decides to ride a 

bike and soon influences all the other animals on the farm to ride bikes too. 
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Slate, Joseph.  Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergarten.  Dutton, 1996.  The 
reader is introduced to the letters of the alphabet as Miss Bindergarten and her 
students get ready for kindergarten. 

 
Spires, Ashley.  The Most Magnificent Thing.  Kids Can Press, 2014.  A little girl, with 

a wonderful idea, elicits help from her canine assistant and begins the 
challenging process of trying to make “the most magnificent thing.” 

 
Staake, Bob.  My Pet Book.  Random House, 2014.  A boy’s search for the perfect pet 

leads him to the bookstore where he finds a bright red book that becomes his 
best friend. 

 
Stephens, Helen.  How to Hide a Lion.  Holt, 2013.  Iris understands that grown-ups 

are afraid of lions so she tries to keep one hidden for as long as possible, but 
when he catches two burglars he becomes the town hero. 

 
Stevens, April.  Edwin Speaks Up.  Schwartz & Wade, 2011.  Before his family leaves 

the grocery story, Baby Edwin makes sure their grocery cart contains the last 
ingredient needed to make his birthday celebration complete.  

 
Stockdale, Susan.  Stripes of All Types.  Peachtree, 2013.  The many reasons that 

animals have stripes are explained, with an afterword, a brief description of each 
animal, and a matching game. 

 
Sturges, Philemon.  The Little Red Hen Makes a Pizza.  Dutton, 1999.  In this version 

of the traditional tale, the duck, the dog, and the cat refuse to help the Little Red 
Hen make a pizza but do get to participate when the time comes to eat it. 

 
Sullivan, Mary.  Ball.  Houghton Mifflin, 2013.  While searching for someone to play 

with him, a dog dreams of fantastical adventures he could have with his ball. 
 
Thomas, Jan.  The Doghouse.  Harcourt, 2008.  Mouse convinces each of his friends to 

venture into the scary doghouse to retrieve a lost ball, but realizes that he will 
have to go in himself since no one has come back out. 

 
Thong, Roseanne.  Green Is a Chile Pepper.  Chronicle Books, 2014.  A little girl 

discovers all the bright colors in her Hispanic American neighborhood. 
 
Underwood, Deborah.   The Quiet Book.  Houghton Mifflin, 2010.  From the quiet of 

being the first one awake in the morning to “sweet dreams quiet” when the last 
light is turned off, simple text explores the many kinds of quiet that can exist 
during the day. 

 
Vere, Ed.   Banana!  Holt, 2010.  This nearly wordless book tells the story of two 

monkeys who fight for one banana but eventually learn to share. 
 
Walsh, Ellen Stoll.  Balancing Act.  Beach Lane Books, 2010.  Two mice have fun 

playing on a teeter-totter, but as more and larger friends join them, it becomes 
increasingly difficult to stay balanced. 
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Watt, Melanie.  Scaredy Squirrel at Night.  Kids Can Press, 2009.  Scaredy Squirrel 
is afraid to sleep at night in case he dreams of dragons, ghosts, vampire bats, 
and polka-dot monsters, so he comes up with an elaborate plan to stay awake.  
Series 

 
Wells, Rosemary.  Max Cleans Up.  Puffin, 2000.  Max’s big sister Ruby wants to help 

him clean up his messy room, but he keeps rescuing things that she wants to 
throw away.  Series 

 
Wheeler, Lisa.  Dino-Soccer.  Carolrhoda Books, 2009.  Plant-eating dinosaurs face 

meat-eating dinosaurs in a fast-moving, exciting soccer match. 
 
Willems, Mo.  Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale.  Hyperion, 2004.  Too young to 

speak words, Trixie struggles to explain to her father that she has lost her 
precious stuffed bunny during their trip to the Laundromat. 

 
Wilson, Karma.  Bear Feels Scared.  McElderry Books, 2008.  Bear’s animal friends 

come to his rescue when he becomes lost and frightened in the woods.  Series 
 
Wolff, Ashley.  Baby Bear Counts One.  Beach Lane Books, 2013.  Before curling up 

with his mother in their cozy den, Baby Bear counts other animals from one to 
ten as they prepare for winter. 

 
Wood, Audrey.  Ten Little Fish.  Blue Sky Press, 2004.  Ten little fish swim along an 

ocean reef, but each finds a reason to leave until there is only one left. 
 
Yaccarino, Dan.  Unlovable.  Holt, 2001.    Alfred, a pug, is made to feel inferior by a 

cat, a parrot, and the other neighborhood dogs until a new dog moves in next 
door and helps Alfred realize that he is fine just the way he is. 

 
Yates, Louise.  Dog Loves Counting.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2013.  When Dog has trouble 

putting down his books at bedtime, his friends help him find fun things to count 
so he can fall asleep. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Compiled by: 

Kristin Uptmor (chair), St. Mark's Episcopal School 

Adonica Aston, River Oaks Baptist School 

Kathy Ellwood, River Oaks Baptist School 

Sara Friesen, Becker Early Childhood Center 

Jennifer Jaeger, St. Martin's Episcopal Preschool 

Layne Mason, The Center for Hearing and Speech 

 
 

Copyright © 2015 Houston Area Independent Schools Library Network 
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Any available unabridged edition of a title is acceptable. 

  

Adderson, Caroline.  Not in Love.  Kids Can Press, 2014.  Jasper John Dooley is not 
happy to be paired with Isabel, who really likes him, for a reading partner, but 
when he goes to her house and plays on the trampoline, he begins to change his 
mind. Series 

Adler, David A.  A Picture Book of Sam Houston.  Holiday House, 2012.  A brief 
overview of the life and accomplishments of Texas politician Sam Houston. 

Adler, David A.  Young Cam Jansen and the Speedy Car Mystery.  Viking, 2010.  At 
her school’s Green Fair, Cam and her friends are learning to keep the earth green 
when a student’s remote controlled car goes missing!  Was it stolen? It's up to 
Cam and her photographic memory to figure it out! Series 

Applegate, Katherine.  Ivan: The Remarkable True Story of the Shopping Mall 
Gorilla.  Clarion, 2014.  This picture book is an introduction to the true story of 
Ivan, the Shopping Mall Gorilla that inspired the Newbery-winning novel The One 
and Only Ivan. 

Applegate, Katherine.  Never Race a Runaway Pumpkin. HarperCollins, 2009. Roscoe 
is determined to guess the weight of a giant pumpkin in order to win books for 
his school library and candy for himself, but he is overwhelmed by superstitions, 
especially about a certain black kitten.  Series 

Archer, Peggy.  Name That Dog! Puppy Poems from A to Z.  Dial Books, 2010.  A 
collection of humorously illustrated poems about dogs, their names and their 
unique personalities. 

Barrows, Annie.  Ivy + Bean.  Chronicle Books, 2006.  When seven-year-old Bean plays 
a mean trick on her sister, she finds unexpected support for her antics from Ivy, 
the new neighbor, who is less boring than Bean first suspected. Series     

Beard, Alex.  The Jungle Grapevine.  Abrams Books, 2009.  Reminiscent of Chicken 
Little, this cleverly illustrated book demonstrates how rumors get started and 
quickly get out of hand. 

Bell, Cece.  Rabbit and Robot: The Sleepover.  Candlewick, 2012.  Rabbit has his best 
friend Robot coming to spend the night. Rabbit has everything planned out, but 
Robot has different ideas about his friend’s plans which ultimately result in an 
enjoyable time together.  

Best, Cari.  Beatrice Spells Some Lulus and Learns to Write a Letter. Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux, 2013.  Beatrice enjoys learning to spell, and gets really excited about 
it after some encouragement from her grandmother, but she has trouble 
convincing her classmates that spelling is not boring.  

Brendler, Carol.  Winnie Finn, Worm Farmer.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009. Zany 
and whimsical drawings bring this story about Winnie, the worm farmer, to life. 
Winnie needs a new wagon, so she looks for ways to win first prize at the county 
fair; however, there are no prizes for worm farmers. 
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Burleigh, Robert.  One Giant Leap.  Philomel, 2009.  An illustrated retelling of Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin's lunar landing in 1969. 

Byars, Betsy.  Boo’s Dinosaur.  Holt, 2006.  When young Boo is followed home by a 
dinosaur that only she can see, it causes a bit of trouble for her older brother, 
Sammy. 

Chabon, Michael.  The Astonishing Secret of Awesome Man.  Balzer + Bray 2011. A 
young superhero describes his awesome powers, which he then demonstrates as 
various foes arrive on the scene. 

Chaconas, Dori.  Cork & Fuzz: The Swimming Lesson.  Viking, 2011.  Cork the 
muskrat wants his best friend Fuzz, a possum, to visit his home, but first he 
must teach Fuzz to swim and not be afraid of the water.  Series 

Chin, Jason.  Gravity.  Roaring Brook, 2014.  Minimal text and enthralling illustrations 
provide an introduction to the concept of gravity and what would happen without 
gravity.  Additional specific, easy to understand information is included in the 
afterward. 

Cocca-Leffler, Maryann.  Princess K.I.M. and the Lie That Grew.  Whitman, 2009.  In 
an attempt to impress her new classmates, Kim lies about her name and claims 
that she comes from a royal family, but she gets herself into real trouble after her 
classmates beg to meet Kim's grandmother--the Queen. 

Collins, Ross.  Dear Vampa.  Katherine Tegen, 2009.  A young vampire writes a letter 
to his grandfather bemoaning his new neighbors. 

Cox, Lynne.  Elizabeth, Queen of the Seas.  Schwartz & Wade, 2014.  Elizabeth, an 
elephant seal in New Zealand, causes havoc on the roadway when she persists 
on living in town versus her natural habitat, the ocean.  

Coy, John.  Hoop Genius: How a Desperate Teacher and Rowdy Gym Class Invented 
Basketball.  Carolrhoda Books, 2013.  In 1891 James Naismith invented 
basketball as a game of skill to keep the unruly students in his gym class 
engaged. 

Cronin, Doreen.  Diary of a Fly.  Joanna Cotler, 2007.  A young fly discovers, day by 
day, that there is a lot to learn about being an insect, including the dangers of 
flyswatters and that heroes come in all shapes and sizes. 

Davies, Nicola.  Tiny Creatures: The World of Microbes.  Candlewick, 2014.  This 
engaging introduction to microbes explains how some of the smallest things on 
Earth have really big jobs. 

Davis, Jill.  Orangutans Are Ticklish: Fun Facts From an Animal Photographer. 
Schwartz & Wade, 2010.  Provides interesting facts about animals and explores 
what it takes to photograph them, with animal photographer Steve Grubman 
sharing some of his favorite, and scariest, encounters.   

Dempsey, Kristy.  A Dance Like Starlight: One Ballerina’s Dream.  Philomel, 2014.  
A young girl growing up in Harlem in the 1950s dreams of becoming a prima 
ballerina one day and is thrilled to see a performance of Janet Collins, the first 
“colored” prima ballerina. 
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DePaola, Tomie. 26 Fairmount Avenue. Putnam’s, 1999. Children's author and 
illustrator Tomie De Paola describes his experiences at home and in school when 
he was a boy.  Newbery Honor 2000.  Series 

DiCamillo, Kate.  Bink & Gollie: Best Friends Forever.  Candlewick Press, 2013.  Bink 
& Gollie are back with three new adventures.  Series. 

DiCamillo, Kate.  Mercy Watson Thinks Like a Pig.  Candlewick, 2008.  Two sisters 
move in next door to where Mercy the pig lives and, frustrated when Mercy 
continues to eat their flowers, they decide to call for the help of an Animal Control 
Officer, Francine Poulet, to handle the case.  Series 

DiPucchio, Kelly S.  Grace for President.  Hyperion, 2008.  After finding out there has 
never been a female U.S. president, Grace decides to run in her school's mock 
election where she learns about the American electoral system and sets out to be 
the best person for the job even though her opponent, Thomas, seems to be 
winning all the boys' votes. 

Egan, Tim.  Dodsworth in Tokyo.  Houghton Mifflin, 2013.  Dodsworth and his 
misbehaving duck continue their journeys with a trip to Tokyo.  Again Dodsworth 
must come to the rescue of the duck as he causes a series of mishaps.  Series. 

Elya, Susan Middleton.  Little Roja Riding Hood.  Putnam’s, 2014.  A rhyming twist 
on the classic fairy tale in which a little girl saves her grandmother from a wolf. 
Includes a glossary of Spanish words. 

English, Karen. Nikki & Deja: Election Madness. Clarion, 2011. Deja, excited by the 
announcement that Carver School is going to elect its first ever student body 
president, is confident she can nab the third grade nomination with her best 
friend Nikki as her campaign manager; but her tendency to rush into things and 
boss people around alienates Nikki when she needs her the most. Series 

Ernst, Lisa Campbell. The Gingerbread Girl. Dutton, 2006.  After their first 
gingerbread disaster, the lonely old couple decides to bake again and create a 
gingerbread girl who proves herself to be one smart cookie. 

Feder, Sandra V.  Daisy’s Big Night.  Kids Can Press, 2014.  Daisy loves poetry and 
she must find a way to use that as her special talent in her school’s talent 
show. 

Florian, Douglas.  Poem Depot: Aisles of Smiles.  Dial Books, 2014.  This collection of 
silly poems, accompanied by fun line drawings, covers all kinds of kid-friendly 
topics such as braces, hand-me-downs, and hating broccoli. 

Fucile, Tony.  Let’s Do Nothing!  Candlewick, 2009.  Young friends Frankie and Sal, 
believing they have “done it all,” decide to do nothing for a while; but Frankie has 
a little trouble with the concept and it is not long before the boys realize there is 
no way to do nothing.  

Gibbons, Gail.  Ladybugs.  Holiday House, 2012.  A colorful, illustrated introduction to 
ladybugs, describing their physical characteristics, lifecycle, diets and their 
benefits to the environment. 



HAISLN RECOMMENDED READING LIST 2015 

Grade 1 and Grade 2 

 

4  

Gibson, Amy.  Around the World on Eighty Legs.  Scholastic, 2011.  An illustrated 
collection of poems that provides information about animals around the world. 

Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Flying Feet.  Wendy Lamb, 2011.  Charlie has always lived in his 
big brother’s shadow, so when the Zigzag center organizes a “Come as a 
Character” day, Charlie hopes it will be his chance to shine as he shows off his 
latest invention.  Series 

Greene, Stephanie.  Princess Posey and the First Grade Parade.  Putnam’s, 2010.  
Posey is intimidated about the first day of school until Miss Lee invites Posey and 
her classmates to wear their favorite clothes to show how they "are all so different 
and creative." Series 

Grogan, John.  Bad Dog, Marley!  HarperCollins, 2007.  Marley, a rambunctious puppy, 
causes lots of trouble in his new home and feels very sad about it.  He then proves 
beyond a doubt that he is a valuable member of the household. 

Harper, Jessica.  Uh-Oh, Cleo.  Putnam’s, 2008.  What starts out as a perfectly ordinary 
day in the Small house turns into Stitches Saturday when Cleo gets a cut on the 
head after her twin brother, Jack, accidentally pulls down their toy house.  Series 

Hayes, Geoffrey.  Benny and Penny in Just Pretend.  Candlewick, 2008. Benny Mouse 
insists that his little sister, Penny, leave him alone while playing, until he thinks 
she is in danger. Suddenly he realizes his affection for her and joins her in a game 
of pretend.  Series 

Henkes, Kevin.  Penny and Her Marble.  Greenwillow Books, 2013.  Penny finds a 
marble in Mrs. Goodwin’s yard and takes it home, as guilt overcomes Penny. 
Readers of this early chapter book will delight with Penny’s choice and the ending 
in another delightful tale of Penny. Series 

Henkes, Kevin.  The Year of Billy Miller.  Greenwillow Books, 2013.  Seven-year-old 
Billy Miller starts second grade with a bump on his head and a lot of worries, but 
by the end of the year he has developed good relationships with his teacher, his 
little sister, and his parents and learned many important lessons. 

Hicks, Betty.  Goof-Off Goalie.  Roaring Brook, 2008.  Ten-year-old Goose is best at  
goofing off; but when he decides to become the goalie for their soccer team, his 
friend Henry sets up a practice schedule and enlists their other friends to help 
Goose improve his skills.  Series  

Hoberman, Mary Ann, ed.  Forget-Me-Nots: Poems to Learn by Heart.  Little, Brown, 
2012.  A collection of more than 120 poems for children to learn, including 
selections from classic and contemporary poets, with tips and tricks from former 
Children's Poet Laureate Mary Ann Hoberman on memorization and recitation. 

Holm, Jennifer.  Squish, #1:  Super Amoeba.  Random House, 2011.  The young 
amoeba Squish, inspired by his favorite comic book hero, Super Amoeba, tries to 
navigate his way through school and save his friends and the world from the evils 
that lurk in the halls.  Series 

Hopkins, Joseph H.  The Tree Lady: The True Story of How One Tree Loving Woman 
Changed a City Forever.  Beach Lane Books, 2013.  An illustrated look at the 
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life of Kate Sessions, who planted a nursery in San Diego, California, after making 
a deal with the city. 

Howe, James.  Houndsley and Catina: Plink and Plunk.  Candlewick, 2009.  
Houndsley likes canoeing and his friend Catina likes bicycling, but each has to 
help the other learn to enjoy these activities in order to do them together.  Series 

Jacobson, Jennifer.  Andy Shane: Hero at Last!  Candlewick, 2010.  Andy wants two 
things very much . . . to win the contest for the best decorated bicycle in the 
“Home Sweet Home parade” and to be a hero; but his best friend Dolores stands 
in the way of at least one goal. 

Janeczko, Paul B., ed.  Firefly July: A Year of Very Short Poems.  Candlewick 2014.  
Thirty-six short poems from spring to winter with mixed media illustrations sure 
to keep the reader engaged again and again.   

Jeffers, Oliver.  The Incredible Book Eating Boy.  Philomel, 2006.  Henry loves to eat 
books until he begins to feel quite ill and decides that maybe he could do 
something else with the books he has been devouring. 

Johnston, Tony.  Levi Strauss Gets a Bright Idea: A Fairly Fabricated Story of a 
Pair of Pants.  Harcourt, 2011.  Re-tells, in tall-tale fashion, how Levi Strauss 
went to California during the Gold Rush, saw the need for a sturdier kind of 
pants, and invented jeans. 

Kaplan, Michael.  Betty Bunny Wants a Goal.  Dial Books, 2014.  When a young rabbit 
quits soccer after a disappointing first game, her family encourages her to keep 
trying. Series 

Keating, Frank.  Theodore.  Simon & Schuster, 2006.  A biography of Theodore 
Roosevelt that imagines the president looking back on his life, describing his 
childhood, his youthful journeys throughout the world, his experiences as a 
leader, and the value he placed on knowledge, adventure, originality, and 
integrity.   

Keller, Laurie.  Do Unto Otters: A Book About Manners.  Holt, 2007.  Mr. Rabbit is 
worried that he might not get along with his new neighbors.  A wise owl gives him 
the advice "Do unto otters as you would have otters do unto you" and proceeds 
to explain what this means. 

Kimmel, Eric A.  Anansi’s Party Time.  Holiday House, 2008.  When Anansi the spider 
invites Turtle to a party just to play a trick on him, Turtle gets revenge at a party 
of his own. 

Kirby, Stan.  Captain Awesome and the New Kid.  Little Simon, 2012.  Looking for 
super-silly superhero adventures?  It’s Captain Awesome and Nacho Cheese Man 
to the rescue! In title number three Eugene and Charlie continue their hijinks 
and discover the “new kid” is Super Dude.  Series. 

Larson, Kirby and Mary Nethery.  Two Bobbies: A True Story of Hurricane Katrina, 
Friendship, and Survival.  Walker, 2008.  Bobbi the dog and Bob Cat show us 
how friendship and perseverance kept them together through the rough times of 
Hurricane Katrina. 
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Lasky, Kathryn.  Poodle and Hound.  Charlesbridge, 2009.  This book contains three 
stories which follow the adventures of Hound and Poodle as they discover how 
much they enjoy each other's company in spite of--or possibly because of--their 
differences.  Series 

Leedy, Loreen.  Missing Math: A Number Mystery.  Marshall Cavendish, 2008.  A 
numerical mystery ensues when the numbers all over town suddenly disappear, 
bringing a halt to everyday activities. 

Lester, Helen.  Tacky Goes to Camp.  Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  Tacky the penguin and 
his friends go to Camp Whoopihaha where they scare each other by telling ghost 
stories around the campfire, never expecting that one of the frightening stories 
will come true.  Series 

Lies, Brian.  Bats at the Ballgame.  Houghton Mifflin, 2010.  Two teams of bats enjoy 
a nighttime game of baseball.  Cheering the home team are the bat fans enjoying 
the snacks of "mothdogs" and the like. 

Lin, Grace.  Ling & Ting: Twice as Silly.  Little, Brown, 2014.  Identical twins Ling & 
Ting like to be silly, tell jokes and laugh together. Series 

Liniers.  The Big Wet Balloon.  Toon Books, 2013.  Sisters enjoy a rainy Saturday, 
even after Matilda lets go of Clemmie’s red balloon 

Lobel, Arnold.  Frog and Toad Are Friends.  First published 1970.  Be entertained by 
the classic, short, delightful tales about best friends Frog and Toad.  Series 

Lyon, George Ella.  All the Water in the World.  Atheneum, 2011.  An illustrated 
explanation of the water cycle, showing how water rises to the clouds and is 
rained back down again to be used by plants, people, and every living thing. 

Lyons, Kelly Starling.  Ellen’s Broom.  Putnam’s, 2012.  Ellen, a young girl growing up 
in the Reconstruction Era, learns the significance of love and tradition as she 
encourages her parents to “Jump the Broom” to finalize their marriage vows. 

MacLachlan, Patricia and Emily MacLachlan Charest.  Once I Ate a Pie.  Joanna Cotler, 
2006.  Fourteen free-verse poems and beautiful oil paintings capture the 
personality of each dog in these examples of a dog’s life from the perspective of 
the animals. 

Marshall, James.  Fox On the Job.  Puffin, 1988.  Fox tries several different jobs to earn 
money.  Series   

McDermott, Gerald.  Jabuti the Tortoise: A Trickster Tale from the Amazon.  
Harcourt, 2001.   All the birds enjoy the song-like flute music of Jabuti, the 
tortoise, except Vulture who, jealous because he cannot sing, tricks Jabuti into 
riding on his back toward a festival planned by the King of Heaven. 

McDonald, Megan. Daisy Jane, Best-Ever Flower-Girl!  Random House, 2007.  Daisy 
Jane, who is thrilled to be the flower girl at her babysitter's wedding, helps save 
the day when a storm threatens the festivities. 

McDonald, Megan.  Stink and the Ultimate Thumb-Wrestling Smackdown.  
Candlewick, 2011.  When Stink Moody gets a "U" (for "Unsatisfactory") in gym, 
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he turns first to thumb-wrestling, then to karate, to give him a sporting edge.  
Series 

McKay, Hilary.  Lulu and the Duck in the Park.  Albert Whitman, 2012.  Lulu loves 
animals. When Lulu finds a duck egg that has rolled out of its nest, she takes it 
to class to keep it safe.  Lulu isn't allowed to bring pets to school, but she's not 
really breaking the rules because it's just an egg.  Surely nothing bad will 
happen... Series 

McMullan, Kate. Pearl and Wagner: Five Days Till Summer.  Penguin Press, 2012.  
Pearl and her friend Wagner, on the verge of moving up to Ms. Bean’s first grade 
class, worry about their new teacher being “mean” until something surprising 
changes their mind…  

McNulty, Faith.  If You Decide to Go to the Moon.  Scholastic, 2005.  This book tells 
you how to get to the moon, what to do after you land, and, most importantly, 
how to get back home. 

Miller, Zeitlow Pat.  Sophie’s Squash.  Schwartz & Wade 2013.  Sophie goes to the 
farmer’s market and chooses a squash which she names Bernice and treats as a 
friend. What happens when Sophie has to give Bernice up? 

Munro, Roxie.  Hatch!  Marshall Cavendish, 2011.  Presents illustrations of various 
eggs with related clues, prompting readers to guess which type of bird laid the 
eggs. 

Nees, Susan.  Missy’s Super Duper Royal Deluxe Picture Day.  Scholastic, 2013.  
Missy likes to do everything in a super duper royal deluxe way, including 
planning what she will wear for school picture day. However, her mother has 
other ideas for Missy’s picture day outfit. Series 

Nevius, Carol.  Baseball Hour.  Marshall Cavendish, 2008.  All baseball players will 
enjoy the rhythmic rhyming of this story and photo-like illustrations of children 
practicing baseball in an effort to build a winning team and, ultimately, a circle 
of friends.  

Numeroff, Laura.  The Jellybeans and the Big Art Adventure.  Abrams Books, 2012. 
Four friends who like to do different things such as paint, play soccer, read and 
dance --- paint a mural on an outside wall of Mrs. Petunia Dinkley-Sneezer’s 
candy shop that depicts them each doing what they love best. Series 

Parish, Herman. Amelia Bedelia Means Business. Greenwillow Books, 2013. Amelia 
Bedelia wants a new bike, but her parents will only pay for half of the bike.  
Amelia Bedelia needs to find a job to earn enough money for the bike of her 
dreams.  Series 

Pinkney, Andrea Davis.  Martin & Mahalia: His Words, Her Songs.  Little Brown, 
2013.  A beautiful intertwining of the lives of Martin Luther King, Jr. and singer 
Mahalia Jackson, both civil right activists as their journeys brought them 
together in 1963’s March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. 

Potter, Alicia. Mrs. Harkness and the Panda. Albert A. Knopf, 2012. In 1936 Ruth 
Harkness completes her husband’s difficult mission to bring the first live panda 
back to the United States. 
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Raczka, Bob.  Guyku: A Year of Haiku for Boys.  Houghton Mifflin, 2010.  A collection 
of haiku poetry for boys that features poems about tree climbing, kite flying, and 
other related topics. 

Reynolds, Peter.  The Dot.  Candlewick, 2003.  "Just make a mark and see where it 
takes you."  This sage advice, offered by her teacher, sets the young heroine on a 
journey of self-expression, artistic experimentation, and success. 

Ries, Lori.  Aggie Gets Lost.  Charlesbridge, 2011.  Ben is heartbroken when his puppy 
Aggie goes missing while the two are playing fetch in the park, but he is 
determined to find his pet.  Series 

Rosensteihl, Agnes.  Silly Lilly In What Will I Be Today?  Toon Books, 2014.  Each 
day of the week Silly Lilly tries out a new career through play in this fun graphic 
novel for beginning readers.   

Rosenstock, Barb.  The Noisy Paint Box: The Colors and Sounds of Kandinsky's 
Abstract Art.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2014.  Describes how Wassily Kandinsky's 
creative life was profoundly shaped by a neurological condition called synesthesia 
which caused him to experienced colors as sounds and sounds as colors. 
Caldecott Honors 2015 

Rylant, Cynthia.  Annie and Snowball and the Book Bugs Club.  Simon Spotlight, 
2011.  Annie and Henry join the summer reading club at the library, and they 
vow to be "Book Bugs" for life.  Series 

Rylant, Cynthia.  Henry and Mudge and the Big Sleepover.  Simon & Schuster, 2006.  
Henry and his dog Mudge are invited to a sleepover in Patrick's attic, where they 
watch monster movies, eat pizza, and enjoy a contest to determine whose dog is 
the best popcorn catcher.  Series  

Rylant, Cynthia. The High-Rise Private Eyes: The Case of the Desperate Duck. 
Greenwillow, 2005.  In this case, animal detectives Bunny and Jack help Mabel 
the duck find out who stole the sugar cubes from her tea room.  Series 

Sauer, Tammi.  Chicken Dance.  Sterling, 2009.  Marge and Lola set out to get tickets 
to the Elvis Poultry concert by winning a farmyard talent contest. What transpires 
is hilarious! 

Schneider, Josh.  Tales for Very Picky Eaters.  Clarion, 2011.  A father tells outlandish 
stories while trying to get his young son, who is a very picky eater, to eat foods 
he thinks he will not like. 

Scieszka, Jon.  Robot Zot!  Simon & Schuster, 2009.  Big and bright robots advance 
and defeat their way through a wonderful yet familiar place. 

Shannon, David.  Too Many Toys.  Blue Sky Press, 2008.  After he finally concedes that 
he has far too many toys, Spencer agrees to give many of them away; but he 
realizes that there is one special toy that he absolutely cannot part with. 

Sharmat, Marjorie Weinman and Mitchell Sharmat.  Nate the Great and the Hungry 
Book Club.  Delacorte, 2009.  Rosamond, who starts a book club, claims there 
is a monster on the loose that is ruining pages of her cookbook, which leads Nate 
the Great and his dog Sludge to investigate as undercover detectives. Series 



HAISLN RECOMMENDED READING LIST 2015 

Grade 1 and Grade 2 

 

9  

Silverman, Erica.  Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa: Spring Babies.  Harcourt, 2010. Cowgirl 
Kate and her horse Cocoa watch over the new calves, a puppy, and some baby 
barn owls.  Series 

Sklansky, Amy E.  Out of This World: Poems and Facts about Space.  Alfred A. 
Knopf, 2012.  A collection of poems and facts about space, accompanied by color 
paintings. 

Spinelli, Eileen.  The Best Story.  Dial Books, 2008. When a contest at the local library 
offers a prize for the best story, a girl tries to write one using her family's 
suggestions, but her story does not seem right until she listens to her heart. 

Steig, William.  Sylvester and the Magic Pebble.  First published 1969.  In a moment 
of fright, Sylvester the donkey asks his magic pebble to turn him into a rock, but 
then he cannot hold the pebble to wish himself back to normal again!  Caldecott 
Medal 1970 

Stewart, Melissa. Feathers: Not Just for Flying. Charlesbridge, 2014. This is a 
beautifully illustrated description of the many kinds of feathers and their uses.  

Stone, Tanya Lee.  Who Says Women Can’t Be Doctors? : The Story of Elizabeth 
Blackwell.  Holt, 2013.  This engaging and delightfully illustrated book brings to 
life Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman doctor. 

Talbott, Hudson. United Tweets of America. Putnam’s, 2008. A collection of detailed 
illustrations of state birds from all fifty United States. 

Tavares, Matt.  Mudball.  Candlewick, 2005.  During a rainy Minneapolis Millers 
baseball game in 1903, Little Andy Oyler has the chance to become a hero by 
hitting the shortest and muddiest home run in history. 

Van Leeuwen, Jean.  Amanda Pig and the Wiggly Tooth.  Dial Books, 2008.  When 
Amanda Pig has her first loose tooth, she is reluctant to pull it.  Series  

Vernick, Audrey.  Brothers at Bat: The True Story of an Amazing All-Brother 
Baseball Team.  Clarion, 2012.  Colorful and action-filled illustrations add to 
this non-fiction picture book story of twelve baseball playing brothers -- the 
Acerra brothers. 

Viorst, Judith. Lulu’s Mysterious Mission. Atheneum, 2014. When her parents take a 
vacation, Lulu decides to misbehave to rid herself of Ms. Solinsky, the babysitter, 
until Ms. Solinsky reveals her secret. Series 

Watkins, Angela Farris.  My Uncle Martin’s Words for America.  Abrams Books, 2011.  
Using words and phrases from Martin Luther King Jr.’s speeches, his niece 
explains the importance of his message and his contributions to the Civil Rights 
movement. 

Willems, Mo.  That Is Not a Good Idea!.  Balzer + Bray, 2013.  A wolf and a goose meet 
on the street and decide to have dinner together.  But, what, or who, are they 
going to eat? 

Winter, Jeanette.  Henri’s Scissors.  Beach Lane Books, 2013.  In a small weaving town 
in France, a young boy named Henri-Emile Matisse drew pictures everywhere, 
and when he grew up, he moved to Paris and became a famous artist who created 
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paintings that were adored around the world. But late in life a serious illness 
confined him to a wheelchair, and amazingly, it was from there that he created 
among his most beloved works—enormous and breathtaking paper cutouts. 

Winter, Jeanette.  The Watcher: Jane Goodall’s Life with the Chimps.  Schwartz & 
Wade, 2011.  This picture book biography of Jane Goodall traces her life from her 
childhood passion for observing the natural world to her famous studies of 
chimpanzees in the wild. 

Winter, Jonah.  Roberto Clemente: Pride of the Pittsburgh Pirates.  Atheneum, 2005.  
This is the story of Roberto Clemente, a young Puerto Rican who followed his 
baseball dream to the big leagues and went on to help the poor in his homeland. 

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Each Kindness.  Nancy Paulsen Books, 2012.  It is only after 
Maya, the new girl, moves away that Chloe regretfully realizes that she and her 
friends have been unkind by excluding her from their games. 

Yee, Wong Herbert.  Mouse and Mole: A Winter Wonderland.  Houghton Mifflin, 2010.  
Best friends Mouse and Mole enjoy playing in the snow with Sno-Mouse and Sno-
Mole, two more best friends.  Series 
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Any available unabridged edition of a title is acceptable. 

 

Asim, Jabari.  Fifty Cents and a Dream: Young Booker T. Washington.  Little, 
Brown, 2012.  Booker, a former slave, journeys five hundred miles, mostly on 
foot, with 50 cents in his pocket to begin making a dream come true at the 
Hampton Institute. 

Ball, Nate.  Blast Off.  Harper, 2014.  Fourth-grader Zack McGee’s life is turned upside-
down when Amp, a tiny alien, crash-lands in his bedroom then causes trouble at 
school while trying to get parts to repair his spaceship. Series 

Bauer, Marion Dane.  Little Dog, Lost.  Atheneum, 2012.  A dog without a boy, a boy 
without a dog, and an elderly gentleman without a sense of belonging follow their 
star-crossed paths and find that love, compassion, and charity can cure 
loneliness and restore balance to their lives. 

Berne, Jennifer.  On A Beam of Light: A Story of Albert Einstein.  Chronicle Books, 
2013.  Curious about the hidden mysteries of the world, Albert Einstein grows 
from a silent child into one of the world’s greatest scientists. 

Birney, Betty.  Summer According to Humphrey.  Putnam’s, 2010.  When summer 
arrives, Humphrey, the pet hamster of Longfellow School's Room twenty-six, is 
surprised and pleased to learn that he will be going to Camp Happy Hollow. Series 

Bishop, Nic.  Spiders.  Scholastic, 2007.  Nic Bishop’s signature up-close, stop-action 
photographs show spiders larger than life. 

Borden, Louise.  The Journey That Saved Curious George: The True Wartime 
Escape of Margaret and H. A. Rey.  Houghton Mifflin, 2005.  Tells how the 
creators of "Curious George" narrowly escaped capture by the Nazis while fleeing 
Paris on their bicycles during World War II. 

Brown, Don.  Henry and the Cannons: An Extraordinary True Story of the 
American Revolution.  Roaring Brook, 2013.  In 1776, Henry Knox creatively 
delivers cannons to General Washington in Boston, which leads to a victory over 
the British Army. 

Bryan, Ashley.  Ashley Bryan’s Puppets: Making Something from Everything.  
Atheneum, 2014.  Beloved storyteller and creator Ashley Bryan reveals the 
vibrant spirit of found objects in this magnificent treasury of poetry and puppets. 

Cleary, Beverly.  The Mouse and the Motorcycle.  HarperCollins, 1965.  A reckless 
young mouse named Ralph makes friends with a boy in room 215 of the Mountain 
View Inn and discovers the joys of motorcycling. 

Cole, Henry.  A Nest for Celeste.  Katherine Tegen, 2010.  Celeste, a mouse longing for 
a real home, becomes a source of inspiration to teenaged Joseph who is an 
assistant to the artist and naturalist John James Audubon, at a New Orleans, 
Louisiana, plantation in 1821. 
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Colfer, Chris.  The Land of Stories: The Wishing Spell.  Little, Brown, 2012. Through 
the mysterious power of a cherished book of stories, twins Alex and Conner leave 
their world behind and find themselves in a foreign land full of wonder and magic 
where they come face-to-face with the fairytale characters they grew up reading 
about.  Series 

Cowell, Cressida. How to Train Your Dragon: the Heroic Misadventures of Hiccup 
the Viking. Little, Brown, 2003. In this silly chapter book, the Viking boy Hiccup 
Horrendous Haddock III, son of the chief, finds himself needing to find and train 
a dragon and becomes an unlikely hero in the process.  Series 

Cronin, Doreen.  Chicken Squad: The First Misadventure.  Atheneum, 2014.  Dirt, 
Sweetie, Poppy and Sugar, the chicks of the Chicken Squad, must figure out what 
is making Tail the squirrel so afraid.  Series 

Crum, Shutta.  Thomas and the Dragon Queen.  Yearling, 2010.  The princess must 
be rescued from the Dragon Queen, and the smallest squire-in-training, 13-year-
old Thomas, rises to the challenge of this quest. 

Dahl, Roald.  The BFG.  Farrar, Straus, Giroux, First published in 1982.  Sophie is 
kidsnatched from her orphanage by a BFG--Big Friendly Giant--and the two set 
out to save the world. 

Davies, Jacqueline.  The Lemonade War.  Houghton Mifflin, 2007.  Evan and his 
younger sister, Jesse, react very differently to the news that they will be in the 
same class for fourth grade.  As the end of summer approaches, they battle it out 
through lemonade stands, each trying to be the first to earn one hundred dollars. 
Series  

DiCamillo, Kate.  Because of Winn-Dixie.  Candlewick, 2000.  Ten year-old India Opal 
Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good 
things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie.  Newbery 
Honor 2001 

Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee.  Grandma and the Great Gourd: A Bengali Folk Tale.  
Roaring Brook, 2013.  On her way to visit her daughter on the other side of the 
jungle, Grandma encounters a hungry fox, bear, and tiger, and although she 
convinces them to wait for her return trip, she still must find a way to outwit 
them all. 

Dowson, Nick.   North: The Amazing Story of Arctic Migration.  Candlewick, 2011. 
This book follows animals such as gray whales, terns, wolves and caribou as they 
journey north to the Arctic where they will join the polar bear, arctic hare, and 
fox to feed and breed all summer. 

Freeman, Martha.  The Case of the Piggy Bank Thief.  Holiday House, 2012.  Tessa 
and her sister Cammie, daughters of the first female U.S. president, explore the 
mystery of the gold that is found on the White House property and are further 
perplexed because Tessa’s piggy bank has disappeared.  Series 

Grabenstein, Chris.  Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library.  Random House, 2013.  
Nine children enter into a competition to “Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library,” 
a game which the creator describes as “like The Hunger Games but with lots of 
food and no bows or arrows.”   
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Gregory, Kristiana.  The Clue at the Bottom of the Lake.  Scholastic, 2008.  Brothers 
Jeff and David, along with their cousin Claire, plunge into a dangerous mystery 
after spotting someone dumping a large bundle into the lake at Cabin Creek in 
the middle of the night.  Series 

Griffiths, Andy.  The 13-Story Treehouse.  Feiwel and Friends, 2013.  Under pressure 
by their publisher to finish their next book, two young authors graphically 
describe all the extraordinary distractions they face living in their 13 story 
treehouse. 

Gutman, Dan.  Mission Unstoppable.  Harper, 2011.  On a cross-country vacation with 
their parents, twins Coke and Pepsi, soon to be thirteen, fend off strange 
assassins as they try to come to terms with their being part of a top-secret 
government organization known as The Genius Files.  Series 

Hale, Nathan.  Big Bad Ironclad!: a Civil War Steamship Showdown.  Amulet Books, 
2012.  Retells, in graphic-novel format, the history of the ironclad steam warships 
used in the Civil War, revealing facts about the ship's inventor, William Cushing-
-who pranked his way through the entire war—as well as other real-life 
characters.   Series 

Halls, Kelly Milner.  Tales of the Cryptids: Mysterious Creatures That May or May 
Not Exist. Darby Creek, 2006.  Cryptozoology is the study of animals that may 
or may not be real: familiar animals like Bigfoot and Loch Ness Monster, and 
those that are less familiar like the Marozi of Kenya and the Orang-pendek of 
Sumatra and the Thylacine of Tasmania. Meet these and more in this 
introduction to cryptozoology. 

Harley, Bill.  The Amazing Flight of Darius Frobisher. Peachtree, 2006.  When Darius 
Frobisher's father disappears in a hot air balloon, the boy's happy, carefree life 
suddenly comes to an end at the home of his notoriously nasty Aunt Ida, but 
then one day he is startled to see an old man with long flowing hair riding a 
bicycle across the sky!  

Harley, Bill.  Charlie Bumpers vs. the Teacher of the Year.  Peachtree, 2013.  Charlie 
Bumpers, convinced his fourth grade year will be a disaster with the strictest 
teacher in the school, tries to stay out of trouble, even though trouble seems to 
follow his often well intentioned actions. 

Hicks, Betty.  The Worm Whisperer.  Roaring Brook, 2013.  Ellison Ellis Coffey, a 
lonely fifth-grader, discovers he might have the special gift of talking to bugs and 
decides to use his ability to win his town's annual Woolly Worm Race. 

Holm, Jennifer L.  The Fourteenth Goldfish.  Random House, 2014.  Ellie’s scientist 
grandfather has discovered a way to reverse aging and consequently has turned 
into a teenager, which makes for complicated relationships when he moves in 
with Ellie and her mother, his daughter. 

Holub, Joan.  Zeus and the Thunderbolt of Doom.  Aladdin, 2012.  When ten-year-
old Zeus is kidnapped, he discovers he can defend himself with a magic 
thunderbolt.  Series 
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Hopkins, H. Joseph.  The Tree Lady: The True Story of How One Tree-Loving Woman 
Changed a City Forever.  Beach Lane Books, 2013.  Unearth the true story of 
green-thumbed pioneer and activist Kate Sessions, who helped San Diego grow 
from a dry desert town into a lush, leafy city known for its gorgeous parks and 
gardens. 

Huey, Lois Miner.  Ick! Yuck! Eew!: Our Gross American History.  Millbrook, 2014.  
Discover many unusual and gross facts from America in the 1700s including 
many sights, smells and habits of the past. 

Jenkins, Steve.  Eye to Eye: How Animals See the World.  Houghton Mifflin, 2014.  
Profiles a series of animals with unusual eyes and explains how the animals use 
their uniquely evolved eyes to gain essential information about the biological 
world.   

Johnson, Rebecca L.  When Lunch Fights Back: Wickedly Clever Animal Defenses.  
Millbrook, 2015.  An exploration of animal defenses that discusses the physical 
and behavioral adaptations that various animals depend on for their survival.   

Keller, Laurie.  Bowling Alley Bandit.  Holt/Christy Ottaviano, 2013.  Arnie the talking 
doughnut is delighted to be Mr. Bing's new pet "doughnut-dog, so when Mr. Bing 
starts rolling gutter balls during a big bowling tournament, Arnie suspects foul 
play and sets out to solve the mystery.  Series  

Kelly, Mark E.  Mousetronaut: Based on a (Partially) True Story.  Simon & Schuster, 
2012.  A small but plucky mouse named Mike is sure that he can help the Space 
Shuttle astronauts and ends up saving the whole mission. 

Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody.  A Taste of Freedom: Gandhi and the Great Salt March.  
Walker, 2014.  An old man in India recalls how, when he was a young boy, he got 
his first taste of freedom as he and his brother joined the great Mahatma Gandhi 
on a march to the sea to make salt in defiance of British law. 

Klimo, Kate.  Barry.  Random House, 2013.  Barry der Menschenretter, a Saint Bernard 
dog, reflects back on his life in the early 1800s at the Hospice of the Great Saint 
Bernard in the Swiss Alps, where he rescued some forty people from avalanches.  
Series 

Klise, Kate.  The Show Must Go On!  Algonquin, 2013.  Two mice and a crow, who travel 
with a circus, cleaning up the spilled popcorn after every performance, come to 
the rescue when a greedy con artist takes over the management of the circus.  

LaFevers, R. L.  Flight of the Phoenix.  Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  Ten-year-old Nate is 
sent to live with a family cousin, the world's last beastologist, after his parents 
are declared lost at sea, but danger mounts when he is brought on an expedition 
to the Arabian Desert, gets lost, and must protect a newly hatched phoenix egg 
and rescue his guardian.  Series  

Lagercrantz, Rose.  My Happy Life.  Gecko, 2013.  It is difficult to deal with the loss of 
a loved one, a best friend who moves away, and the jitters of a new school year, 
but there are also many happy moments that make life dear, as young Dani 
discovers in this gentle story of childhood. 
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Lee, Jenny.  Elvis and the Underdogs.  Balzer + Bray, 2013.  Benji, a young boy who 
suffers from seizures, has his life turned around when a talking therapy dog 
comes to live with him.  Series 

Lewis, J. Patrick, ed.  National Geographic Book of Animal Poetry: With Favorites 
From Robert Frost, Jack Prelutsky, Emily Dickinson, and More: 200 Poems 
With Photographs That Squeak, Soar, and Roar!  National Geographic, 2012.  
Full-color photographs accompany two hundred poems about animals. 

Lin, Grace.  Dumpling Days.  Little, Brown, 2012.  Pacy and her family fly to Taiwan to 
visit family, celebrate her grandmother’s 60th birthday, and learn what it means 
to be Taiwanese even without speaking the language.  Series 

MacLachlan, Patricia.  White Fur Flying.  McElderry Books, 2013.  A sad and silent 
nine-year old boy finds his voice when he moves next to a family that rescues 
dogs. 

Malam, John.  You Wouldn't Want to Be a Ninja Warrior!: A Secret Job That's Your 
Destiny.  Franklin Watts, 2012.  Examines the skills needed to become a ninja, 
including practicing with weapons everyday, listening and not asking questions, 
and keeping your identity secret.  Series 

Martin, Ann M.  Rain Reign.  Feiwel and Friends, 2014.  Struggling with Asperger's 
syndrome, Rose shares a bond with her beloved dog, but when the dog goes 
missing during a storm, Rose is forced to confront the limits of her comfort levels 
, even if it means leaving her routines in order to search for her pet. 

McDonald, Megan.  The Big Bad Blackout.  Candlewick, 2014. In this third,full-color 
installment in the series featuring the Moody siblings, a blackout encourages the 
whole family to discover activities that don’t require electricity. Series 

McMullan, Kate.  Have a Hot Time, Hades!  Stone Arch Books, 2012. In this story with 
a modern twist, Hades tells his own version of how he became King of the 
Underworld and Zeus became King of the Gods.  Series  

McMullan, Kate.  The New Kid at School.  Grosset & Dunlap, 2003.  Wiglaf is chosen 
from his many siblings to attend the prestigious Dragon Slayers’ Academy and 
embarks upon an unforgettable journey.  Series 

Morris, Gerald.  The Adventures of Sir Lancelot the Great.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.  
Follow the great, yet humble, Sir Lancelot through a series of exciting adventures 
in this humorous tale of one of King Arthur’s knights. Series 

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  Shiloh.  Atheneum, 1991.  Marty must make some painful 
decisions about returning a dog to his abusive owner. Newbery Honor Book 1992. 
Series 

Nolan, Lucy A.  Bad to the Bone.  Marshall Cavendish, 2008.  Neighboring dogs, Down 
Girl and Sit, are discovering that their owners are very hard to train.  Series   

O’Neill, Alexis.  The Kite That Bridged Two Nations: Homan Walsh and the First 
Niagara Suspension Bridge.  Calkins Creek, 2013.  Young Homan Walsh loves 
flying his kite and enters a contest to fly the kite with a line attached all the way 
across the Niagara River to help build the first suspension bridge between 
Canada and the United States. 
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Osborne, Mary Pope and Natalie Pope Boyce.  Heroes For All Times: A Nonfiction 
Companion to Magic Tree House #51: High Time for Heroes.  Random House, 
2014.  Jack and Annie track the facts behind six people who have changed 
history, including Florence Nightingale, Martin Luther King, Jr., Mahatma 
Gandhi, Harriet Tubman, Susan B. Anthony, and John Muir.  Series 

Overdeck, Laura.  Bedtime Math.  Feiwel and Friends, 2013.  Inside this book, families 
will find fun, mischief-making, kid-appealing math problems to tackle with over 
one hundred math riddles on topics from jalapeños to flamingos and three 
different levels of challenge: wee ones, little kids, and big kids.  

Peot, Margaret.   Inkblot: Drip, Splat, and Squish Your Way to Creativity.   Boyds 
Mills, 2011.   In addition to interesting facts about the world of art, step-by-step 
instructions and examples are provided for using inkblots to spark creativity. 

Polacco, Patricia.  Clara and Davie: The True Story of Young Clara Barton, Founder 
of the Red Cross.  Scholastic, 2014.  Relates the story of the special relationship 
between young Clara Barton, who would one day establish the Red Cross, and 
her older brother Davie, including Davie's encouragement of Clara's loving, 
healing nature and Clara's healing touch that saved Davie's life. 

Pollack, Pam and Meg Belviso.  Who Was Steve Jobs?  Grossett & Dunlap, 2012.  A 
biography of Steve Jobs, founder of Apple, discussing his childhood, family, 
business sense and more. Series 

Primavera, Elise.  Libby of High Hopes.  Simon & Schuster, 2012.  When ten-year-old 
Libby Thump stumbles upon High Hopes Horse Farm and finds her dream horse, 
Princess, a prize-winning jumping horse that has been put out to pasture, Libby 
tries to convince her parents to give her riding lessons. 

Probst, Jeff and Chris Tebbetts.  Stranded.  Puffin, 2013.  Jane, Buzz, Carter, and 
Vanessa, aged nine to thirteen, are on a sailing trip in the South Pacific intended 
to help them bond in their newly-blended family when a massive storm strands 
them on a deserted island.  Series 

Raczka, Bob.  The Vermeer Interviews: Conversations with Seven Works of Art. 
Millbrook, 2009.  Seven of Johannes Vermeer’s most famous paintings, such as 
“The Milkmaid” and “The Geographer,” come to life through interviews with the 
subjects to reveal artistic techniques and subtler aspects of Vermeer’s unique 
photographic-style art. 

Raum, Elizabeth.  Orphan Trains: An Interactive History Adventure.  Capstone, 
2011.  Describes the people and events involved in the orphan trains while the 
reader’s choices reveal historical details from the perspectives of a New York City 
newsboy, a child trying to keep his siblings together, and an child sent west on 
the baby trains.  Series 

Ripkin, Cal, Jr.  Super-Sized Slugger.  Disney-Hyperion, 2012.  Thirteen-year-old Cody 
Parker moves to Baltimore, Maryland, where as a fat eighth-grader, he has to 
deal with brutal teasing from a baseball teammate, and his school is beset by a 
rash of mysterious thefts that threaten to sideline Cody and ruin a golden season 
for his team.  Series 
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Roberts, Cokie.  Founding Mothers: Remembering the Ladies.  Harper, 2014.  A brief, 
behind the scene look at the women from the period of the Revolution and early 
United States. 

Rose, Deborah Lee.  Jimmy the Joey: The True Story of an Amazing Koala Rescue.  
National Geographic, 2013.  Fall in love with Jimmy, the koala joey, as you learn 
about the endangered Australian marsupial in this interesting, colorful photo 
essay. 

Rosenstock, Barb.  Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library.  Calkins Creek, 2013.  Looks 
at how Thomas Jefferson's love of books led to the creation of the Library of 
Congress. 

Sachar, Louis.  Sideways Stories from Wayside School.  HarperTrophy, Originally 
published in1978.  Humorous episodes from the classroom on the thirtieth floor 
of Wayside School, which was accidentally built sideways with one classroom on 
each story.  Series 

Shefelman, Janice.  I, Vivaldi.  Eerdmans Books, 2008.  This picture book biography 
describes how Vivaldi grew to be a famous musician, despite his mother's vow for 
him to become a priest. 

Silverstein, Shel.  Every Thing On It: Poems and Drawings. Harper, 2011.   Enjoy 
another remarkable collection of playful poems by the magical Shel Silverstein. 

Singer, Marilyn.  Follow, Follow:  A Book of Reverso Poems.  Dial Books, 2013.  A 
collection of clever poems that can be read backward and forward, often opposite 
in their meaning – all of familiar fairy tales. 

Smith, Jr. Charles R.  Brick by Brick.  Amistad, 2013.  This beautifully illustrated 
picture book in verse provides a window to the construction of the original White 
House and highlights the contributions of the slaves who toiled so hard and who 
learned new skills in order to work for wages and buy their freedom. 

Spielman, Gloria.  Marcel Marceau: Master of Mime.  Kar-Ben, 2011.  A picture book 
biography of Marcel Marceau shows how Charlie Chaplin influenced his desire to 
become a silent actor, looks at how he used his talents during World War II to 
help the Jews, and discusses his development into the world's best-known mime. 

Spiers, Ashley.  Binky the Space Cat.  Kids Can Press, 2009.  Binky’s blast-off into 
outer space (outside) to battle aliens (bugs) is delayed when he realizes he’s left 
something behind –and it’s not the anti-gravity kitty litter.  Series 

Sternberg, Julie.  Like Carrot Juice on a Cupcake.  Amulet Books, 2014.  A new girl 
at school throws nine-year-old Eleanor’s relationship with her best friend Pearl 
into disarray.  Series  

Tarshis, Lauren.  The Destruction of Pompeii, A.D. 79.  Scholastic, 2014.  During the 
infamous eruption of Mount Vesuvius, one boy struggles to escape.  Series 

Temple, Bob.  The Titanic: An Interactive History Adventure.  Capstone, 2008.  
Describes the events surrounding the sinking of the ship Titanic in 1912, 
revealing the historical details from the perspective of a first-class passenger, a 
third-class passenger, and a crew member.  Series 
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Van Allsburg, Chris.  Queen of the Falls.  Houghton Mifflin, 2011.  This biography tells 
about Annie Edson Taylor, a retired instructor of a charm school, who decided to 
attempt to go over Niagara Falls in a wooden barrel at the age of sixty-two. 

Vande Velde, Vivian.  8 Class Pets + 1 Squirrel Divided by 1 Dog = Chaos.  Holiday 
House, 2012.  Twitch, the school yard squirrel, is chased into the building by the 
principal’s dog and is now locked in for a dangerous and disastrous night where 
a group of small animals turns an elementary school into a real zoo. 

Wallace, Bill.  Upchuck and the Rotten Willy.  Aladdin, 1998.  Chuck, the cat, 
lonesome since his Katie goes to college, ventures out and meets a beast, big and 
black, named Rotten Willy, who has a heart of gold.  Series 

Winter, Jonah.  Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio.  Atheneum, 2014.  In the golden age of baseball, 
sports announcers ruled the radio, winning and losing was front-page news, and 
just about every young boy wanted to grow up to wear Yankee pinstripes, 
including Giuseppe Paolo DiMaggio, Jr., a first generation Italian from San 
Francisco. 

Winter, Jonah.  You Never Heard of Willie Mays?  Schwartz & Wade, 2013.  A visual 
profile of baseball star Willie Mays, tracing his Birmingham childhood, 
achievements in the Negro Leagues, and fame as a center fielder for the Giants. 

Yolen, Jane and Rebecca Dotlich.  Grumbles from the Forest: Fairy Tale Voices with 
a Twist: Poems.  WordSong, 2013.  Characters from fairy tales give their versions 
in paired poems. 
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Appelt, Kathi.  The True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp.  Atheneum, 2013.  
Twelve-year-old Chap Brayburn, ancient Sugar Man, and his raccoon-brother 
Swamp Scouts Bingo and J'miah, try to save Bayou Tourterelle from feral pigs 
Clydine and Buzzie, greedy Sunny Boy Beaucoup, and world-class alligator 
wrestler and would-be land developer Jaeger Stitch in this hilarious tall tale from 
a Texas swamp. 

Applegate, Katherine.  The One and Only Ivan.  Harper, 2012.  When Ivan, a gorilla 
who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a 
baby elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides that he must find her 
a better life. 

Bell, Cece.  El Deafo.  Amulet Books, 2014.  This empowering graphic novel memoir of 
the author/illustrator’s childhood struggle being accepted and finding friends 
with her severe deafness received a 2015 Newbery Honor. 

Colfer, Eoin.  The Atlantis Complex.  Disney-Hyperion, 2010.  When an army of fairy 
space probes programmed to destroy Atlantis returns to Earth, Artemis Fowl 
attempts to stop the destruction of the city while dealing with his own delusional 
and obsessive-compulsive disorders.  Series 

Creech, Sharon.  The Great Unexpected.  Joanna Cotler, 2012.  Orphans Naomi and 
Lizzie are best friends, but Naomi has a knack for being around when trouble 
happens, and she knows all the peculiar people in town.  Into their lives drops 
the strangely charming Finn boy. Across the sea, on a grand estate in Ireland, an 
elderly lady has a plan. These two worlds weave together with the great 
unexpected gifts of love and forgiveness. 

Delano, Marfe Ferguson.  Helen’s Eyes: A Photobiography of Annie Sullivan, Helen 
Keller's Teacher. National Geographic, 2008. Annie Sullivan grew up in extreme 
poverty with her own eye problems. Her first and only job was teaching Helen 
Keller how to “see” despite the fact that she was blind, deaf, and mute. 

Graff, Lisa.  Absolutely Almost.  Philomel, 2014. Ten-year-old Albie has never been the 
smartest, tallest, best at gym, greatest artist, or most musical in his class, as his 
parents keep reminding him, but his new nanny Calista helps him uncover his 
strengths and take pride in himself. 

Flanagan, John.  The Royal Ranger. Philomel, 2013. Will Treaty is a shell of his former 
self, and his first apprentice may be the only one who can save him.  Series 

Foxlee, Karen.  Ophelia and the Marvelous Boy.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2014. Ophelia, a 
timid eleven-year-old girl grieving her mother, suspends her disbelief in things 
non-scientific when a boy, locked in the museum where her father is working, 
asks her to help him complete an age-old mission. 

Hannigan, Katherine.  True (…Sort Of).  Greenwillow, 2011.  For most of her eleven 
years, Delly has been in trouble without knowing why.  Her little brother, R.B., 
and a strange, silent new friend, Ferris, help her find a way to be good -- and 
happy -- again. 
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Johnson, Varian.  The Great Greene Heist.  Arthur A. Levine, 2014.  Jackson Greene 
has a reputation as a prankster at Maplewood Middle School, but after the last 
disaster he is trying to go straight -- but when it looks like Keith Sinclair may 
steal the election for school president from Jackson's former best friend Gabriela, 
he assembles a team to make sure Keith does not succeed. 

Kehret, Peg.  Ghost Dog Secrets.  Dutton, 2010.  Sixth-grader Rusty is determined to 
help an injured dog that is chained outdoors in frigid weather with no food, water, 
or shelter.  He calls animal control and takes matters into his own hands, aided 
by his best friend and a ghost collie that leads Rusty to an even deeper secret. 

Kelly, Lynne.  Chained.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2012.  To work off a family debt, 
ten-year-old Hastin leaves his desert village in India to work as a circus elephant 
keeper; but many challenges await him, including trying to keep Nandita, a sweet 
elephant, safe from the cruel circus owner. 

Kirby, Matthew J.  Icefall.  Scholastic, 2011.  Princess Solveig and her army are trapped 
in a hidden fortress between towering mountains and a frozen fjord.  As they 
await news of the king’s victory and for the all-encompassing ice to break, acts of 
treachery make it clear that a traitor lurks in their midst. 

Lai, Thanhha.  Inside Out and Back Again. Harper, 2011. Through a series of poems, 
a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, and 
her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 

Lloyd, Natalie.  A Snicker of Magic.  Scholastic, 2014.  The Pickles are new to Midnight 
Gulch, Tennessee, a town which legend says was once magic – but Felicity is 
convinced the magic is still there, and with the help of her new friend Jonah the 
Beedle, she hopes to bring the magic back. 

Lord, Cynthia.  Half a Chance.  Scholastic, 2014.  When twelve-year-old Lucy enters a 
photography contest, she must decide if the picture that she wants to use 
showing Nate’s grandmother’s face and the telltale signs of early dementia is 
worth the truth it portrays. 

Magnin, Joyce.  Cake.  Zonderkidz, 2012.  Wilma Sue is wary of the eccentric sisters, 
Ruth and Naomi, at her new foster home, but wonders if she might have a true 
home with them, baking and delivering cakes and tending their chickens, until 
she is implicated in a series of neighborhood crimes. 

Messner, Kate.  Hide and Seek.  Scholastic, 2013.  For five hundred years the Jaguar 
Cup, sacred to the Silver Jaguar Society, was hidden in a cave on the coast of 
Costa Rica--so when a fake copy shows up on display in America, it is up to Jose, 
Anna, and Henry, junior members of the society, to travel to Costa Rica and 
rescue the real cup from thieves.  Series 

Mull, Brandon.  Sky Raiders.  Aladdin, 2014.  Whisked through a portal to The 
Outskirts, an in-between world, sixth-grader Cole must rescue his friends and 
find his way back home before his existence is forgotten.  Series. 
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Newman, Patricia.  Plastic, Ahoy! : Investigating the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.  
Millbrook, 2014.  Informative book about how our overuse of plastics is affecting 
ocean life and has created the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.  Lots of photographs 
help tell the story of three female scientists doing research onboard ship in the 
middle of the patch.   

O’Connell, Caitlin and Donna M. Jackson.  The Elephant Scientist.  Houghton Mifflin, 
2011.  While on assignment to study elephants in Nambia, scientist Caitlin 
O’Connell uncovers fascinating new information about elephant communication.  
Beautiful photographs of the African landscape and elephants along with the 
story of a woman’s journey to find her professional calling make this a fascinating 
read. 

O’Connor, Barbara.  On the Road to Mr. Mineo’s.  Frances Foster Books, 2012.  From 
the moment she sees Sherman, a one-legged pigeon, Stella and everyone in town 
wants to catch him. This small southern town is aflutter with the antics of a 
pigeon and a little brown dog.  

O’Connor, George.  Hera, the Goddess and Her Glory.  First Second, 2011.  Recounts 
the stories of the many heroes who sought and won the approval and patronage 
of Hera, the Queen of the Gods, including the story of Heracles.  Series 

Oppel, Kenneth.  The Boundless. Simon & Schuster, 2014. In 1885 Will uses his wits 
and courage to face dangerous men and mythical creatures on his ride across 
the Canadian frontier on The Boundless, the greatest train ever built. 

Palacio, R.J.  Wonder.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2012.  Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was 
born with extreme facial abnormalities, goes from being home-schooled to 
entering fifth grade at a private middle school in Manhattan, where he endures 
the taunting and fear of his classmates as he struggles to be seen as just another 
student. 

Paterson, Katherine and John.  The Flint Heart:  A Fairy Story.  Candlewick, 2011.  
A magical amulet, created by a Stone Age magic man for an ambitious individual 
wishing to take control of his tribe, brings power and despair to those who touch 
it.  When the amulet reemerges, Charles and his sister Unity must find a way to 
rescue the humans, fairies, and animals from the mysterious object. 

Perl, Erica S.  Aces Wild.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2013.  Eleven-year-old Zelly Fried’s parents 
will not allow her to have a slumber party until she teaches her mischievous 
puppy, Ace, to behave, but with Grandpa Ace around nothing is ever simple. 

Philbrick, Rodman.  Zane and the Hurricane: a Story of Katrina.  Blue Sky Press, 
2014.  On a visit to New Orleans to visit his great-grandmother for the first time, 
Zane Dupree and his dog Bandy are caught in Hurricane Katrina. After 
weathering the storm, they face many challenges to survive in the aftermath while 
searching for his grandmother. 

Potter, Ellen.  The Humming Room. Feiwel and Friends, 2012. Twelve-year-old orphan 
Roo Fanshaw is sent to live with an uncle she never knew in a largely uninhabited 
mansion on Cough Rock Island and discovers a wild river boy, an invalid cousin, 
and the mysteries of a hidden garden. 
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Riordan, Rick.  The Lost Hero.  Disney-Hyperion, 2010.  Jason, Piper, and Leo, three 
students from a school for "bad kids," find themselves at Camp Half-Blood, where 
they learn that they are demigods and begin a quest to free Hera, who has been 
imprisoned by Mother Earth herself.   Series 

Ross, Stewart.  Into the Unknown: How Great Explorers Found Their Way By Land, 
Sea, and Air.  Candlewick, 2011.  Fourteen amazing journeys by explorers 
throughout history and the methods they used by land, sea, and sky to find their 
way.  Includes unfolding cross sections of vessels. 

Rusch, Elizabeth.  Eruption: Volcanoes and the Science of Saving Lives.  Houghton 
Mifflin, 2013.  An account of the work of volcanologists Andy Lockhart, John 
Pallister, and their team describes their life-risking efforts to investigate 
dangerous volcanoes that pose threats to more than one billion people worldwide. 

Say, Allen.  Drawing from Memory.  Scholastic, 2011.  Using watercolor paintings, 
original cartoons, vintage photographs, and maps, Caldecott medalist Allen Say 
chronicles his experiences as an artist during World War II and describes his 
relationship with his mentor Noro Shinpei, Japan's leading cartoonist.  

Scattergood, Augusta.  Glory Be.  Scholastic, 2012.  In the summer of 1964 as she is 
about to turn twelve, Glory’s town of Hanging Moss, Mississippi, is beset by racial 
tension when town leaders close her beloved public pool rather than desegregate 
it.  Based on real-life events, this is a story of family, friendship, and some of life’s 
tough choices. 

Selfors, Suzanne.  The Sasquatch Escape.  Little, Brown, 2013.  Spending the summer 
in his grandfather's rundown town, ten-year-old Ben meets an adventurous local 
girl and together they learn that the town's veterinarian runs a secret hospital for 
imaginary creatures. 

Selznick, Brian.  Wonderstruck: A Novel in Words and Pictures.  Scholastic, 2011.  
Rose and Ben are deaf children living fifty years and worlds apart, yet both marvel 
and connect with the world around them. The American Museum of Natural 
History links their separate stories – one narrated in text and the other through 
cinematic illustrations. 

Sherry, Maureen.  Walls Within Walls.  Katherine Tegen, 2010.  When the Smithfork 
family moves into a lavish Manhattan apartment building, they discover clues to 
a decades-old mystery hidden behind the walls of their new home. 

Snicket, Lemony.  “Who Could That Be at This Hour?” Little, Brown, 2012. Thirteen-
year-old Lemony Snicket begins his apprenticeship with S. Theodora Markson of 
the secretive V.F.D. in the tiny dot of a town called Stain'd By The Sea, where he 
helps investigate the theft of a statue. 

Sovern, Megan Jean.  The Meaning of Maggie.  Chronicle Books, 2014. Eleven-year-
old Maggie Mayfield is an A-plus student with big plans for herself, but at this 
moment she is facing a lot of problems such as starting middle school and 
figuring out how to help her father who is out of work and in a wheelchair. 
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Spinelli, Jerry.  Jake and Lily.  Balzer + Bray, 2012.  Twins Jake and Lily have a very 
close relationship, but when they turn eleven, their parents give them separate 
bedrooms and Jake begins to spend time with a group of neighborhood boys. Lily 
is devastated as she struggles to make friends, and Jake is faced with a bully. 

St. John, Lauren.  The White Giraffe.  Dial Books, 2006.  After losing her parents in a 
tragic fire, eleven-year-old Martine must live with a grandmother she has never 
met on a wildlife preserve in Africa where she learns about a mystical white 
giraffe. 

Standiford, Natalie.  The Secret Tree.  Scholastic, 2012.  Sixth-graders Minty and her 
new friend Raymond discover a tree with a hollow trunk that holds the secrets of 
the people in their neighborhood. While watching their neighbors to solve the 
mysteries of the secrets and break a curse, the friends will have to work through 
some of their own secrets as well. 

Stead, Rebecca.  When You Reach Me.  Wendy Lamb, 2009.  As her mother prepares 
to be a contestant on the 1980’s television game show “The $20,000 Pyramid,” a 
twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious 
notes received from an anonymous source that seem to defy laws of time and 
space. Newbery Award, 2010 

Stewart, Trenton Lee.  The Extraordinary Education of Nicholas Benedict.  Little, 
Brown, 2012.  Nine-year-old Nicholas Benedict is moved to one more orphanage: 
this one filled with nasty bullies who target him, a suspicious orphanage director, 
and a mystery about lost treasure. Using his superior intellect and fierce 
determination, Nicholas strives to solve the mystery and makes a couple of fast 
friends in the process. Series 

Telgemeier, Raina.  Sisters.  Graphix, 2014.  Raina wants a baby sister until she has 
one who tends to be cranky and difficult. When it appears that their parents are 
having issues, the girls must figure out how to get along. This humorous look at 
relationships between siblings will resonate with readers. 

Turnage, Sheila.  The Ghosts of Tupelo Landing.  Kathy Dawson Books, 2014.  When 
Miss Lana accidentally buys a haunted inn at the Tupelo Landing town auction, 
Desperado Detectives – aka Mo LoBeau and her best friend Dale – open up a 
paranormal division to solve the ghost’s identity before the town’s big 250th 
anniversary bash. Series 

VanHecke, Susan.  Raggin’ Jazzin’ Rockin’:  A History of American Musical 
Instrument Makers.  Boyds Mills, 2011.  A history of American musical 
instrument makers and the contributions they made to the changing sound of 
music. 

Weeks, Sarah.  Pie.  Scholastic, 2011.  Alice's Aunt Polly passes away and entrusts the 
recipe for her world-famous pie crust to her cat, which she leaves in Alice's care.  
As everyone, including Alice, tries to discover the secret ingredients, Alice learns 
some important lessons about faith, love, and family.  

Wood, Maryrose.  The Mysterious Howling.  Balzer + Bray, 2010.  Three wild children 
who were raised by wolves and their young governess, Penelope, are caught up 
in the mysteries of Ashton Place and the people who live there.  Series 
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Ziegler, Jennifer.  Revenge of the Flower Girls.  Scholastic, 2014. Triplets try to thwart 
their older sister’s wedding plans when they think she should marry someone 
else. Will their antics help or hinder the wedding?  
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